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Now we’re all thinking about 
reading fluency…where should we 
start? 
Dr Jan Hasbrouck 

Associate Professor Lorraine Hammond AM 

Were you paying attention to Jan? 

Triple A Framework for Fluency Instruction
Accuracy
Automaticity 
Access to meaning But what does that 

look like in the 
classroom?

Fluency reading is not fast reading;  it 
should sound like speech. 
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- Single word reading
- 13 lists (pre-Foundation to  Yr 11)

Assessments San Diego Quick

1 error  – Independent Level
2 errors – Instructional Level
3 errors – Frustration Level
Student grade level is the last passage in which the 
student reads eight of more words correctly.  

Assessments Read Naturally Fluency Passages
- Passages of increasingly more difficult connected text
-Words correctly read per minute (WCPM) can be easily calculated
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- Non words are equally unfamiliar to all children and require knowledge of 
letter-sounds as well as letter-combinations and rules
- Students must read the five practice items correctly before attempting the 27 
items 

Assessments Non-Word Decoding Test (Hammond, 2000)

lop      kib hap      jex zuf
19.  dirp 10.  leag1.  thame
20.  rurt11.  coop 2.  ferg 
21.  knest 12.  zeem 3.  kisting
22.  voin 13.  kaim 4.  shube 
23.  loy 14.  wuch 5.  whist 
24.  phun 15.  porb 6.  quope 
25.  wrat 16.  vay 7.  dold 
26.  saut 17.  bigh 8.  soam 
27.  yawb18.  rouf 9.  larp

Case Study 1: Charlie* Year 2, Week 7, Term 1 

* pseudonym

Charlie has been at the same school 
for two years and takes part in an 
evidence-based intervention program 
that is implemented with fidelity. 
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Case Study 2: Sami Year 3, Week 7, Term 1 
Sami has a Developmental Language Disorder and started at her current 
school this year. Her spoken English mimics her reading and she often 
misses out words, uses incorrect syntax and semantics. Her first school 
privileged predictive text and memorising whole words. 
It was Sami’s new school who referred her for a 
language assessment. Since the start of term, 
Sami has participated in Daily Reviews where 
phonological awareness, phonics, decoding 
words, sentences and passages have been 
practiced each day. 

Passage Reading Bears
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Passage Reading Giraffe

San Diego Quick

Foundation Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
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Non-Word Decoding Test 19.  dirp10.  leag1.  thame
20.  rurt11.  coop 2.  ferg 
21.  knest 12.  zeem 3.  kisting
22.  voin 13.  kaim 4.  shube 
23.  loy 14.  wuch 5.  whist 
24.  phun 15.  porb 6.  quope 
25.  wrat16.  vay 7.  dold 
26.  saut 17.  bigh 8.  soam 
27.  yawb18.  rouf 9.  larp

Assessment Sequence  

1. Screen

2. Skills diagnostics 

3. Instruction

4. Progress monitoring  
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