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WHAT “TRICKY WORDS” TELL US
ABOUT THE WHOLE SYSTEM

Lyn Stone

TRICK 
OR 

TREAT?
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PLEASE ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE MYSELF



www.lifelongliteracy.com

OUR TEN WORDS

definitely
friend

what

done

two

one
necessary

our

said
their
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“SIGHT WORD” LISTS
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OUR TEN WORDS ORGANISED

definitely

friend

what

done
two
one

necessary
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said

their
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HIGH FREQUENCY FAMILIES
• High frequency words
• Very tempting to teach 

as wholes
• Often separated from 

their kin in word lists.
• Take a moment.
• Think about their 

simplest forms.
• Think about their 

families.

what
our
said
done
their
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WHAT

•Question words:
•who? when? 
where? which? 
why? whether?

•The W-Effect:
•was, wash, want, 
wand, squash

what

wot

whip, whisper, whisk,
whistle, whack, whoosh
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OUR

• Start with ‘you’
• you + r  your
• you + r + s  yours
• your - y  our
• our + s  oursyou

yu, yoo, u
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SAID

• Start with say
• group with pay and lay
• start easy: pay + ed  paid
• we do: lay + ed  laid
• you do: say + ed  said
• what do you notice?
• what’s the explanation?

say

sed
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DONE

• Start with do
• group with go
• start easy: go  goes
• we do: do  does
• we do: go   gone
• you do: do  done

• what do you notice?
• what’s the explanation?

do

dun
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THEIR

• Start with they
• cover <y> to <i>
•  they + r (remember ‘you’?)  their
• avoid there and they’re in this 

lesson!they

there, they’re, ther 
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EXCELLENT ETYMONS

• High frequency words
• Very tempting to teach as 

wholes
• Take a moment.
• Think about their kinships.
• Tell the story once or twice.
• Practise frequently.

one
two
friend
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ONE

• Kinships: 
• all + one  alone
• lone
• lonely
• on + ly  only
• even onion

on = 1

wun, wuns
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TWO

• English is rare in making the <w> 
silent: 

• Dutch ‘twee’
• German ‘zwei’
• Polish ‘dwa’
• Kinships: 
• twins
• twice
• twelve
• twenty
• twist

tw = 2

to, too
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FRIEND

• Odin’s wife, goddess of married 
love: Frigg, Frigga, Freya

• Frigga’s day: Friday
• That’s the story, tell it once or 

twice.
• Teach all the days of the week.
• Practise often.

fri = 

frend
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MORPHOLOGICAL MAPS

• Misspelled even by adults
• Perfect examples of morphology

necessary
definitely
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NECESSARY

• ne- = ‘not’:
• never
• negative
• cess- = ‘go away’
• cessation
• cease
• -ary = adjective
• primary
• secondary

ne + cess + ary

?
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DEFINITELY

• de + fine  define
• fine + ish  finish
• fine + al  final
• fine + ite  finite
• in + fine + ite  infinite
• de +fine +ite  definite
• de + fine + ite + ly  definitely

fine: ‘end’

defiantly, definately
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what, who, when, where, which, why, 
whether, was, wash, want

wand, squash, whip, whisper, whisk, whistle, 
whack, whoosh, you

your, yours, our, ours, say, said, pay, 
paid, lay, laid, do, does, done,

go, goes, gone, they, their

necessary, never, negative, 
cessation, cease, 

primary, secondary, define, 
finish, final, finite, 

infinite, definite, definitely

SO INSTEAD OF 10 WORDS…

one, alone, lone, lonely, only,
onion, two, twins, twice, twelve,

twenty, twist, friend, Friday, Frigga, 
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Words exist 
in families.

Etymology 
drives 

letter sequences.

Morphology helps
 us spell 

accurately.

IN SUM
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