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The Power and Popularity 
of Rosenshine’ Principles 
of Instruction. 
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Rosenshine’s Principles | Popular in the UK
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More Effective  | Less Effective

Research Findings  In the Classroom

More Successful
Successful
Most Effective
Effective. 

vs  Less Effective 
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Ros e ns hine ╕s princ ip le s  | three sources , no conflict

Even though these are three very different 
bodies  of research, there is  no conflict at all 
between the ins tructional sugges tions  that 
come from each of these three sources . 

Barak Rosenshine
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Ros e ns hine ╕s princ ip le s  | Original 17
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Rosenshine’s principles | Original 17
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Ros e ns hine ╕s princ ip le s  | Original 17



Rosenshine | Common challenges

Does it apply to me? 

It’s just ‘teaching’!

It╕s  jus t common sense!

There╕s  more to teaching!

It’s nothing new!



It’s hard to imagine teaching 
without:

 Reviewing material

 Ques tioning and checking 
for unders tanding

 Sequencing concepts ; 
modelling; scaffolding

 Guided and independent 
practice

Ba ra k Ros e ns hine



The  c la s s room  | complex environment

ALL



The Memory Model | Key reasons why learning fails

Insufficient fluency
of recall

Lack of prior knowledge

Task completion: 
poor proxy for 
learning

Memory overload

Attention deficits



Da nie l Willingha m  | Why Don╕t Students  Like School?



Keeping it simple | Three Checks

Is everyone thinking? 
Making meaning? 
Practising?



CENTRAL TO REASONING б ENGINE OF INFERENCE

Ros e ns hine ╕s princ ip le s  | Ques tions
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Rosenshine’s principles | Check for Understanding
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Ros e ns hine ╕s princ ip le s  | Check for Unders tanding

This checking has two purposes: 

(a) answering the ques tions  might cause the 
s tudents  to elaborate upon the material they 
learned and augment connections  to other 
learning in their long-term-memory; and 

(b) checking for unders tanding can also tell the 
teacher when parts  of the material need to be 
re-taught.
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Ros e ns hine ╕s princ ip le s  | Check for Unders tanding

In contras t, the less -effective teachers  s imply 
asked ╖Are there any ques tions?╗ and, if there were 
no ques tions , they assumed that the s tudents  had 
learned the material and proceeded to pass  
worksheets  for s tudents  to do the work on their 
own.
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Rosenshine’s principles | Check for Understanding

Check for unders tanding

Have you 
understood? 

What have you 
understood? 
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Rosenshine’s principles | x WalkThrus

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VZE9LSZc6c-65UujE4iGq4-CrD2zAVouko1AIswxuik/present?slide=id.g28231b6db8e_0_468


CENTRAL TO REASONING | ENGINE OF INFERENCE

Ros e ns hine ╕s princ ip le s  | Ask Ques tions  Clus ter



Core  s tra te g ie s  | Cold Calling for accountability



Core strategies | Think, Pair, Share



Us e ful s tra te g ie s  | Practise Explaining



Honeybee Pollination
Anther

Filament

Stigma
Pis til

Ovules
(future seed)

Pollen

Fertilise
Stamen

Useful strategies | Practise Explaining



Honeybee Pollination

Us e ful s tra te g ie s  | Practise Explaining
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Professional dialogue | Builds on Shared Understanding
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Collective Action | individuals  with common purpose



Rosenshine x WalkThrus. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VZE9LSZc6c-65UujE4iGq4-CrD2zAVouko1AIswxuik/present?slide=id.g28231b6db8e_0_468


It’s NOT a 
Checklist. 



It’s not about whether you do these 
things or not

It’s about:  

• how well you do them. 

• how intensively you do them

• how well you adapt and adjust 
according to student responses

• how well you blend instruction 
with other teaching modes. 



CENTRAL TO REASONING б ENGINE OF INFERENCE

Tom Sherrington 

Thank you!

walkthrus.co.uk
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